Brothers and Sisters,

Dropping you a note to say how much we are missing being with you in worship during this
weather event. Sometimes things happen that cause us to be shaken out of our normal
routines, but we learned a few years ago during the pandemic that adaptation is the key to
survival. More importantly, we learned that God is still there in the midst of the situation.

So where is God in this situation? During this Epiphany season, one of the things we look at
is the call of the disciples. Take a moment and read Matthew 4:12-23.

Remember, the Bible is not so much a record of our search for God; it is a record of how
God searches for us. We are disciples because God has reached in, grabbed us, put us in
this particular time and place and had a need of us.

Our task now is to follow Him. And that is a journey that will last for the rest of our lives. For
those who have been truly called, there is no place that we can stop and say, "Now | have it
made." Henri Nauwen wrote: "The person who thinks that he is finished is finished. The
person who thinks he has arrived has lost his way. The person who thinks he has reached
his goal has missed it."

How do we serve God during difficult times? To be a disciple is to keep moving. That's what
"follow Him" means. Perhaps we could use this time apart to reach out to a neighbor, to

read and study the scripture, to celebrate those in our midst who keep our roads passable,
help feed and house the homeless, and to pray daily for our brothers and sisters in trouble.

Sometimes, | am a lousy disciple, a terrible follower. | am often lazy in following Him.
Sometimes | lack courage to do what | am being called to do. And sometimes | just prefer to
follow my own will. But | am so grateful to Jesus for his patience with me.

When my daughter, Jennifer, was a little girl, her mom and | would take her for a walk
around our neighborhood. She was usually a lot slower than her parents, stopping every
few feet to pick up a rock or a flower, and now and then, stumbling and falling. To be
honest, she wasn't a very good follower. But we loved her anyway and we always waited for
her to catch up with us. When she fell, we helped her back up. When she grew tired, we
carried her.

That's how Jesus helps us follow him. He waits on us. If we approach danger, he warns us.
When we fall, he lifts us up. When we grow weary, he carries us.

During this inconvenient, unusual time Jesus is still calling us. Allwe need to be is humble
enough to learn, brave enough to fail, foolish enough to imagine a better world, and faithful
enough to join hands with other flawed and broken people who have responded to His call.

Stay warm, stay safe, check on each other, and hope the day we can be together again will
come very soon.

Pastor Drew



